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By Rudy Giuliani and Newt 
Gingrich
  
NEW YORK, NY -- The American 
mission in Iraq must succeed. 
Our goal--promoting a stable, 
accountable democracy in the 
heart of the Middle East--cannot be 
achieved by purely military means. 
Iraqis need to establish a civil society. 
Without the support of mediating 
civic and social associations--the 
informal ties that bind us together-
-no government can long remain 
stable, and no cohesive nation can 
be maintained. To establish a civil 
society, Iraqis must rebuild their 
basic infrastructure. Iraqis must 
take control of their destiny by 
rebuilding houses, stores, schools, 
roads, highways, mosques and 
churches. 
   But the constant threat of violence, 
combined with a high unemployment 

Getting Iraq to Work
New York City’s Successes Have Lessons for Baghdad

rate estimated between 30% and 
50%, fundamentally undermines 
that effort. This not only sustains 
the fertile breeding ground for 
terrorist recruiters but has the same 
corrosive effect as it would in 
any city--raising the likelihood of 
further violence, civic decay and a 
crippling sense of powerlessness. 
   A massive effort must be made 
to engage in a well organized 
plan to rebuild Iraq. The goal: 
an infrastructure to support and 
encourage a strong, stable civil 
society. 
   The week before Christmas, 
the Pentagon asked Congress to 
approve a supplemental $100 
billion for military operations in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, on top of the 
estimated $500 billion spent to date. 
The administration should direct 
a small percent of that amount to 
create an Iraqi Citizen Job Corps, 
along the lines of FDR’s Civilian 
Conservation Corps during the 
Great Depression. The Job Corps 
can operate under the supervision of 
our military and with its protection. 
The Army Corps of Engineers might 
be particularly helpful in directing 
this effort. It will place our military 
in a constructive relationship 
with the Iraqis--both literally and 

figuratively. 
   Today, Iraq has almost 200 
state-owned factories that have 
been abandoned by the governing 
authorities since the outbreak of war 
in 2003. Deputy Undersecretary of 
Defense Paul A. Brinkley has led 
a team to 26 of those facilities, 
traveling far beyond the Green 
Zone to idled plants from Fallujah 
to Ramadi. Mr. Brinkley believes 
that under Department of Defense 
leadership, at least 10 of these 
facilities could be re-opened almost 
immediately, putting more than 
10,000 Iraqis to work within weeks. 
This should be done without delay--
and it is only the beginning. 
The wages that these thousands 
of gainfully employed workers 
receive will be used to purchase 
goods and services that will employ 
other Iraqis. Those goods and 

Westchester “Reads”  
Yonkers the Riot Act!

Hon. Chuck Lesnick
President.
Yonkers City Council
City of  Yonkers
40 South Broadway
Yonkers, New York 10701-3884

Dear Mr. Lesnick,

I am writing this letter on behalf of the autonomous Westchester County 
Planning Board and Parks, Recreation and Conservation Board, whose 
resolutions are attached.

We were extremely surprised to read in the Journal News that the court 
settlement reached between Yonkers, Greenburgh, Ardsley and Hastings 
includes the creation of a task force to ‘lobby the county’ to alienate parkland 
so that an 18 story high roadway could be built off the Southbound Sprain 
Parkway to the Ridge Hill Development.

You should know better than anyone, after your many meetings with the 
Parks and Planning Departments as well as with me that the County is 
unalterably opposed to this alternative. You have been told this over and 
over again and given the reasons for the County’s position. Left me reiterate 
one last time (and the Boards’ resolutions enclosed spell out these concerns 
in more detail):

• The new road would mean the alienation of parkland (which the Parks 
Board must first approve and which ultimately needs the approval of 
the State Legislature) for the benefit of a private developer which sets a 
terrible precedent which could pose a serious threat to thousands of acres 
of parkland throughout the County.

• The construction of such a massive and unsightly road 180 feet high 

TUCKAHOE, NY -- It was a 
pleasant surprise for the thirty-eight 
children gathered at the Westchester 
Italian Cultural Center’s Epiphany 
celebration when La Befana, the 
kindly, old gift-bearing woman of 
Italian Christmas folklore, suddenly 
appeared just as they were reciting 
the traditional poem to summon her.  

Children’s
Twelfth Night Wishes 

Comes True 
La Befana Makes a Surprise Visit 

to the Westchester Italian 
Cultural Center

In addition to receiving La Befana’s 
gifts of candies and sweets, the 
children also participated in a gift 
stocking workshop and a reading of 
the legend of the character as part 
of the center’s events.  

For more information, visit www.
wiccny.org.

By Henry J. Stern 

NEW YORK, NY -- Herman 
Badillo, the first Puerto Rican 
commissioner (appointed by Mayor 
Wagner in 1962), borough president 
(of the Bronx, elected in 1965), 
and member of Congress (elected 
in 1970), has written a book “One 
Nation, One Standard.”  Its foreword 
is by former Mayor Rudy Giuliani. 
   Badillo makes his point on page 
27: “The primary determinant of 
any immigrant group’s success or 
failure in America is its attitude 
toward education.  American 
Jews and Asian immigrants have 
succeeded because both of those 
cultures place an enormously high 
value on intellect, educational 
diligence, and hard work.”     
   He offers an original reason for 
this condition on page 39: ‘”Though 
it is rarely acknowledged in this era 
of political correctness, in Latin 
American political and economic 
development, the years from 1500 
to the present amount to what can 
only be called a five-century siesta.”  
   At forum yesterday hosted by the 
Manhattan Institute at the Harvard 
Club, Badillo was introduced by 
former Mayor Ed Koch.  Both 

New York Civic
Koch and Giuliani firmly agree 
with Badillo on educational 
issues. A sophisticated attendee, 
Angelo Falcon, president of the  
National Institute for Latino Policy, 
blogged a witty, New Yorker-type 
account of the meeting, which 
appeared in today’s Daily Politics.    
   In his remarks, Badillo attacked 
today’s version of bilingual education 
in New York City public schools.  
He had originally sponsored bi-
ed as a bridge program to prevent 
students from falling behind in 
other subjects while they learned 
English.  It has turned into a multi-
year program which keeps Spanish-
speaking students segregated.  
Pupils are not encouraged to 
learn English, because then they 
would be out of the program.  

Sometimes, bi-ed classes are used 
to warehouse slower students and 
non-English-speaking teachers.    
   For expressing these views, 
Badillo has been attacked by leaders 
of Latino organizations and many 
Hispanic politicians, who speak 
with varying degrees of anger and 
regret.  Today’s elected officials, 
primarily Bronx Democrats, 
assert that any differences in 
performance between groups 
result from inadequate teachers, 
dilapidated buildings, overcrowded 
classes, and social and economic 
discrimination.  These factors all 
discredit the public school system 
and American society, but in no 
way, shape or form, reflect on any 
action or inaction by the community.   
   The conflict over the book was 
also discussed in an op-ed piece in 
the New York Sun yesterday (p6), 
headlined BRAVE BADILLO.   
Andrew Wolf is supportive of 
the book and thinks its author is 
courageous.  His column also deals 
with Badillo’s work at CUNY, where 
he chaired the Board of Trustees.  It 
is definitely worth reading, as 
are Mr. Falcon’s opposing views. 
   Education reporter Carl 

Due to 500-Year Siesta

By Bob Weir

“I have a dream that one day on 
the red hills of Georgia, the sons 
of former slaves and the sons of 
former slave owners will be able 
to sit down together at the table of 
brotherhood.”
-- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Lincoln Memorial, Washington 
D.C.,  August 28, 1963.

   For those who don’t remember or 
choose to forget, April 4, 1968 was 
another day that will live in infamy. 
I was working the 4 p.m. to midnight 
shift with my partner, Leroy Spivey, 
in the Bedford-Stuyvesant section 
of Brooklyn. 
   We were on radio motor patrol 

By Joe Klock, Sr.

 
   Ever look in the mirror and 
think you see a reflection of Joe 
Btfsplk, the pathetic little cartoon 
character who walked around with 
a perpetual cloud over his head? 
   Or sometimes picture your 
life as a professional basketball 
game in which you, as Mickey 
Rooney, are playing Center? 
   If so, remember that, even among 
the luckiest people in the world, rain 
occasionally falls on their parades. 
Psychologists suggest that, at such 
times, one should think of people 
who are worse off. In the midst 
of a deep indigo mood, though, 
it is difficult to peer through the 
maudlin mist and identify a single 
soul more wretched than oneself. 

LARCHMONT, NY and 
MAMARONECK, NY -- 
Assemblyman George Latimer 
and County Legislator Judy Myers 
will hold the next in their series 
of District Office Hours in the 
Mamaroneck - Larchmont area 
in January to discuss local issues 
and concerns. No appointment 
is required. Brochures will be 
available on State and County 
programs and services.
    Saturday, January 27th from 2 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Coffee with  
George and Judy

Latimer, Myers Hold District Office Hours
at Nautilus Diner

Nautilus Diner - Boston Post Rd., 
Mamaroneck, NY
   Coffee will be available for all 
constituents. The two officials have 
conducted joint District Office 
Hours over the past two years, and 
will meet in both Mamaroneck and 
Rye City later in the spring. 

For more details, call 
Assemblyman Latimer at 1-914 / 
777.3832, or Legislator Myers at 

1-914 / 995.2802.

MOUNT PLEASANT, NY and 
RYE, NY -- M&M Productions with 
YCP TheaterWorks will present 
a FREE performance of Feathers 
Sometimes Soar on the Breath of 
God, a delightful play about the 
poet Emily Dickinson on Sunday, 
January 28 at 4:00 PM at the Rye 
Free Reading Room, and on Sunday, 
February 4 at 2:00 PM at the Mount 
Pleasant Public Library. The play 
is preceded by a short reading of a 
few of Dickinson’s poems, to set the 
mood.  And, Emily’s actual recipe 
for sweet black cake is served up 
before the play! 
   In her own lifetime, Emily 
Dickinson was a completely 
unknown poet. Anxious for 
recognition, she sent samples of 
her poetry to an editor and man of 

“Feathers 
Sometimes 
Soar on the 
Breath of 

God”
A Play About Poet 

Emily Dickenson By 
Ward James Riley

see Feathers pg. 4

By Jason Gooljar
   
    When most people think of the 
civil rights movement images of 
Brown v. Board, the marches from 
Selma to Montgomery for the right 
to vote, the murders of Chaney, 
Schwerner and Goodman while 
registering African Americans to 
vote in Mississippi; and the SCLC 
and SNCC come to mind. The fight 
for social justice also goes into 
areas where you would not think of 
one being the environment. To raise 
a point think about this; a sewage 
treatment plant is more likely to be 
put in an area where people of low 
income or minorities live rather than 
in areas of wealth. Also, why is it that 
you always hear about numerous 
cases of asthma being found in 
low income areas? Could it be that 

The Fight for  
Environmental 

Equality
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off the Sprain Parkway would 
cause considerable environmental 
damage to the bio-habitat of the 
Sprain Ridge Park and the steep 
slope (10%) of the roadway could 
generate air quality and noise 
impacts from vehicles attempting 
to navigate it.

• The Department of Public Works 
has determined that the cross-over
pattern of the proposed road would 
create unsafe traffic conditions, 
lead to more accidents and are 
of a design that is not usually 
approved by the State Department 
of Transportation.

• The estimated costs of such a 
road would be in the range of $30 

million.
Taxpayers should not pay for this.

• Swapping this piece of parkland 
with another parcel of land as an 
excuse to
create a waterfront recreational 
facility on Sprain Lake has nothing 
to do with the new road. If the City 
wants to explore that feasibility, 
it should do it separate and apart 
from the Ridge Hill issue as there 
are many issues associated with 
this proposal that would need to be 
resolved.

Therefore, we cannot imagine why 
you did not contact us during the 
settlement process so that all parties 
would be aware of our position, 
which will not change. We are also 
concerned that you may have misled 

Westchester “Reads” Yonkers the Riot Act!
your constituents, Greenburgh, and 
other interested parties into thinking 
that this alternative was viable and 
possible, when you were told it is 
not. Knowing full well the reasons 
for our position, you have neglected 
to inform these parties and 
neighborhood groups, especially, 
those along Tuckahoe Road of our 
reasons, raising false hopes.

Since you knew of our unyielding 
opposition before the settlement 
was reached, we are concerned 
that this effort to get us to change 
our position, is simply a play to 
ultimately blame the county for any 
traffic problems that may occur. The 
EIS approved by you and adopted 
by the City of Yonkers stated that 
there would be no significant traffic 
impact on the existing roadways, 

indicating there is no need for such 
a roadway over the Sprain.

Are you now disavowing that EIS? 
The way to reduce the traffic was to 
scale down the scope and size of the 
project to begin with, something the 
developer and the city rejected.

Your efforts to put the Sprain Road 
‘flyover’ back on the table are 
disingenuous. You moved to effect 
a settlement when you know full 
well the County’s position was not 
going to change. That being said, 
the County is willing to work with 
Yonkers and Greenburgh to find 
other traffic mitigation measures.

Sincerely,
Lawrence S. Schwartz
Deputy County Executive

Campanile covered the meeting 
in today’s Post, p4, c5, BADILLO 
SALVO AT HISPANIC CRITICS.  
Campanile writes:”(Bronx 
Assemblywoman Carmen) Arroyo 
branded Badillo a “blanquito” -- 
Spanish for white traitor.”  The Post 
then quotes Badillo: “There was 
one who called me ‘whitey’.   This 
is what happened in the African-
American community where people 
who do very well are said to be 
imitating white.  That’s ridiculous.” 
   Millions of dollars have been spent 
on research on the performance 
gap in reading and math between 
children of different ethnic groups.  
It is likely that there are a number 
of reasons for the gap.  The No 
Child Left Behind Act of 2001, 
supported by President Bush and 
Senator Kennedy, requires testing 
of students, and reporting the results 
to the Department of Education, 
with pupils sorted by ethnicity. 
   Reducing the gap is a matter of 
national importance, particularly in 
the existing competitive world 
environment.  If improving the 
attitude of any group would be 
helpful, it would be worth the effort 
and expense.  Unfortunately, the 
way to do that is not clear at all.  
The problem is made more difficult 
by those who deny its existence, 
or blame it on factors which do 
not appear relevant.  The issue 
remains a challenge for American 
education.  Note the hedge. 
   Herman Badillo has offered a theory 
and called on his community to act.  
That appears us to be a step forward. 
   If any readers have any 
explanations for the gaps, or wish to 
offer their comments on the issue, 
we would like to hear from you, and 
we will put your comments on the 
blog, with your consent, if they are 
not defamatory.

New York 
Civic

Badillo Says 
Hispanics Don’t 

Value 
Education Due to 
500-Year Siesta

during an unusually warm spring 
evening in the predominantly 
African-American neighborhood. 
It would get a lot warmer before 
the night was over. We had been 
working together for about a year 
as the first black and white (referred 
to as “salt-and-pepper”) team in our 
precinct, and one of the first in the 
city. 
   The tour of duty in the high 
crime area had been pretty much 
a routine affair during the first half 
of our shift: burglaries, robberies, 
vehicle accidents, family disputes, 
etc. Then, about 8 p.m., a tragedy 
occurred that would change the 
course of history.
   It began for us when someone 
yelled over the police radio, 
“Martin Luther King was just shot 
in Memphis.” 
   Leroy, an African-American who 
had often spoken proudly of the 
man who for many years had led 
the civil rights movement toward 
equality in America, sat in stunned 
silence. As I steered the car along 
the darkness on Sumner Avenue, 
I looked toward my partner and 
said, “Aw, don’t believe that. It’s 

Weir Only Human
Remembering Dr. King

From Page 1 some jerk with a depraved sense of 
humor.”
But a few minutes later, a voice 
said, “King is DOA. A sniper got 
him.” Leroy covered his face with 
his hands and shook his head slowly 
as if trying to block out the truth of 
the message.
   Then, over the radio, came a 
few comments from the less-than-
human segment of the department. 
“Whoopee!” one voice said. “It’s 
about time!” said another. 
   The pain on Leroy’s face 
intensified with each racist remark 
from the faceless cowards, secure 
in their anonymity but bereft of 
humanity. 
   It was only moments later that 
the dreaded news swept the country 
and the riots began. Calls for police 
response flooded the airwaves, as 
a segment of the population took 
to the streets, burning and looting 
in a mad frenzy of outrage and 
frustration. 
   We spent the next 12 hours racing 
from one riot to another, chasing 
down looters, handcuffing them and 
taking them to a central booking 
location so other officers could 
process them, allowing us to return 
to the street. I don’t remember how 

many arrests we made during that 
long, tumultuous night, but we 
worked continuously until 8 a.m. 
Although the violence, bitterness, 
and hatred I witnessed during 
that 16 hour tour would be long 
remembered, the most unforgettable 
sight was the intermittent tears 
that filled my partner’s eyes as he 
struggled with his emotions but did 
his job with a profound courage and 
dignity. He berated those we caught 
looting and condemned them for 
besmirching the memory of Dr. 
King.
   Several times during the night, 
when we collared someone who had 
just crashed through a store window 
and was running away with stolen 
property, my partner would grab 
them by the throat and push them 
up against a wall.
“This is how you honor the 
memory of Dr. King?” he shouted 
menacingly in the person’s face. 
“You think this is what Dr. King 
would have wanted?” he hissed, 
struggling to keep from pummeling 
those who used the death of an icon 
as an excuse for criminal activity. 
   I don’t pretend to understand the 
emotional roller coaster he and 
millions of other blacks had to deal 

with as they faced an uncertain 
future without their beloved leader. 
Dr. King represented more than the 
civil rights movement in America. 
He was the conscience of a nation 
that needed to be continuously 
reminded of its sins against those 
who were being judged, “by the 
color of their skin, rather than by 
the content of their character.” 
Dr. King, a believer in non-violence, 
lost his life in a violent act, but left 
behind a legacy that could not be 
tarnished by a racist’s bullet. 
   Thanks to him, millions of 
people were able to break the 
invisible chains that kept them 
in bondage more than a hundred 
years after they were proclaimed 
to be “emancipated.” Because of 
his courage, his foresight and his 
eloquent oratory, those who had 
been blinded by the malignant 
disease of bigotry were able to see 
a clear picture of the obscenity that 
masqueraded as justice for blacks in 
America. 
   Dr. King was a giant, the likes 
of which we’ll probably never see 
again.

Lawrence S. Schwartz
Deputy County Executive
Office of the County Executive
900 Michaelian Office Bldg.
White Plains, NY 10601 

Dear Mr. Schwartz:
   
   For the past year, we have been 
working cooperatively with the city 
of Yonkers, the county, Forest City 
Ratner and the community to plan for 
direct access from the Sprain Brook 
Parkway into Ridge Hill Village in 
Yonkers.  Thanks to a grant from 
New York State secured by former 
Senator Nick Spano we were able to 
hire professional planners (the not 
for profit Environmental Simulation 
Center - ESC) and engineers (STV) 
to engage all of the parties in an 
extensive planning process and 
ultimately we modified a proposal 
made by a traffic engineer engaged 
by the Town of Greenburgh and 
agreed to support it.  As you know, 
I or members of my staff have 
met with you, or other county 
representatives in White Plains no 
fewer than five times since June 
2006 to brief you on this effort.     
   Along the way, I have been a 

Lesnick Responds to Westchester County’s Rebuke (above)

plaintiff with the county in a lawsuit 
against the City of Yonkers, and then 
a defendant in a suit brought by the 
Town of Greenburgh and Villages 
of Hastings and Ardsley against the 
City of Yonkers.  And now, with the 
settlement of that suit “so ordered” 
by Judge Barbara Zambelli, Mayor 
Amicone has designated me and 
Councilmember Dee Barbato to 
serve on a five party task force 
representing almost one third of 
the population of Westchester 
County.  If there is a feasible 
alternative, we intend to find it 
and gain the necessary approvals.  
   The County has been quite clear 
in its positions to date, and all of the 
parties to the settlement, including 
Judge Zambelli, are aware of the 
positions.  Some concerns have 
been addressed.  When an earlier 
proposal required the alienation 
of 1.6 acres of parkland and the 
county required a match of greater 
or equal amount, we identified 
4 acres adjacent to the site that 
Forest City Ratner was willing to 
donate to the county.  When the 
state Department of Transportation 
opined that an earlier ramp proposal 
was too steep, our engineers figured 

out how to configure a ramp with a 
slope of 8%.  When the county said 
that they would not alienate public 
parkland for a private purpose, as it 
considered Ridge Hill Village to be, 
we created a public purpose - access 
to a 46 acre lake on which there 
could be non-motorized recreation 
boating and other recreational 
activities.  When Con Edison said 
that cars could not pass under their 
high-power transmission lines and 
that it would be impossible to raise 
them, we requested a feasibility 
study that ultimately showed that, 
with some difficulty, they could 
be raised.  You have now raised a 
concern that this ramp not be “a 
massive and unsightly road 180 
feet off the Sprain Parkway”. I will 
suggest that the design team, once 
selected, plan a ramp that is never 

more than 20 feet above the ground 
below it and only go that high in 
select places to bridge the uneven 
topography and to allow trails and 
wildlife to pass underneath.   I 
imagine a quant roadway that 
looks more like the arched stone 
bridge where Leewood intersects 
with the Bronx River Parkway than 
the Bruckner Expressway image 
that your language conjures up.    
   During the past few months, we 
have been engaged in a process to 
select a design team to continue 
the dialog with the community, the 
environmentalists and the municipal 
officials.  Of the dozen nationally 
renowned firms that responded to 
our request for qualifications (RFQ), 
we interviewed six and selected two 
finalists to present to the County 
Board of Legislators and County 
Commissioners of Parks, Public 
Works and Planning; the Yonkers 
City Council, the Mayor and the 
City Commissioners of Parks, 
Planning and the City Engineer.  
The public has also been apprised 
of these meetings, one of which was 
broadcast and re-broadcast on cable 
TV in Yonkers and Greenburgh.    
   We have deferred the selection 

of a design team until the court-
mandated task force is created 
and a task force manger engaged.  
Although we have asked the county 
to assist us in the selection of the 
best design team, we had not 
expected to submit plans to the 
county for approval until after the 
selected team developed plans in 
consultation with the county and 
the community.  The rejection of 
preliminary concept plans by the 
county Planning Board and the 
Parks, Recreation and Conservation 
Board is premature, although it is 
helpful to hear the specific concerns 
so that they can be addressed 
before an actual submission.   
   We have always realized that 
the county’s role in this project 
is important.  We welcome your 
further comments and I genuinely 
hope you and the county choose to 
participate in this effort to provide 
our citizens access to one of the 
most beautiful natural assets in our 
community.  
  
Sincerely,
  
Chuck Lesnick
Yonkers City Council President

By Paul Feiner, Greenburgh 
Town Supervisor

GREENBURGH, NY -- The Town 
Board unanimously approved a 
resolution settling the Ridge Hill 
lawsuit. Yonkers had previously 
approved a mixed use commercial, 
retail and residential project on an 
approximately 80 acre parcel of 
property located in Yonkers, on the 
Greenburgh border.
   As part of the agreement – which 
has also been approved by Yonkers, 
Ardsley and Hastings as well as 
the chair of the citizens committee 
that had opposed Ridge Hill (Mary 
Jane Shimsky)- Yonkers will remit 
directly to the town of Greenburgh 
$450,000 as a reimbursement for 
expenses certified by the Town’s 
Comptroller as having been 
incurred by the town in connection 
with the project.
   Yonkers will also make available 
to Greenburgh, Ardsley and 
Hastings the sum of 5 million 
dollars to be used to improve certain 
intersections and roads within our 
respective municipalities. A task 
force will be created to explore 

Border Wars Between Yonkers / Greenburgh 
Are Over

Greenburgh Legal Fees Reimbursed Road Improvements to be Funded!

the feasibility of, design and seek 
funding and approvals to allow for 
the construction of entry and exit 
ramps connecting the property to 
the Sprain Brook Parkway. The Task 
Force will be under the direction of 

an independent, qualified task force 
manager who will be selected by 
unanimous vote of the Task Force 
members.
   Am I happy with the settlement? 
I have mixed feelings. I would 

have preferred density reduction. I 
still believe that the project is too 
large. However, I realize that under 
the current state laws it would have 
been unlikely for the town to have 
prevailed if we pursued litigation. 
If we had pursued litigation we 
probably would have incurred an 
additional $300,000- $400,000 in 
legal expenses. At the end of the day 
we would have lost. The taxpayers 
would have spent $800,000 – maybe 
more- on legal fees and would have 
nothing to show. Now, our legal 
fees are being reimbursed.  If we 
pursued litigation we would not 
have received the 5 million in road 
improvements.
   I also hope that the settlement 
will end the border wars between 
Greenburgh and Yonkers. The 
Task Force will provide Yonkers/
Greenburgh with an opportunity to 
have a dialogue…to get to know 
each other…to get to work with each 
other. Hopefully, if we establish 
a good working relationship with 
each other there will be more 
regional cooperation on planning 
issues.
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Bright Light, Huge Windows

Up to 16’ Ceiling Heights

24/7 Acccess

HeightsRE.com (212) 317 - 1423 ext 625

Space Available

Starting at only $400/mon
(all utilities included)

Manufacturing & Warehouse space also available

578 Nepperhan Ave, Yonkers
(Just off Saw Mill Parkway)

NEWLY AVAILABLE: 6,000 SF for Gallery, Dance Studio or Gym

From Page 1

From Page 1

We are seeking Freelance writers to  
cover local news  

and sporting events.

Call 1-914 / 378.1433, ext 235
or fax your resume to 

1-914 / 378.0008
for consideration.

Attention Writers &
Student Writers!

services must be produced by still 
other Iraqis. These are the first steps 
in creating the requisite conditions 
of a stable functioning economy 
and the best hope of displacing 
retribution and violence with hope 
and opportunity. 
   We must try to achieve 
constructive and compassionate 
goals through conservative means-
-jump starting civic improvement 
and the individual work ethic in 
Iraq, without creating permanent 
subsidies. The goal is to get more 
Iraqis working, especially young 
males, who are most susceptible to 
the terrorist and warlord recruiters. 
There are many lessons from the 
successful welfare reforms in 
New York City that can be readily 
applied in Iraq. In the early 1990s, 
New York City suffered an average 
of 2,000 murders a year while more 
than 1.1 million people--one out of 

Getting Iraq to Work
New York City’s Successes Have Lessons for Baghdad

every seven New Yorkers--were 
unemployed and on welfare. Too 
many neighborhoods were pervaded 
by a sense of hopelessness that came 
from a combination of high crime, 
high unemployment and despair. 
“Workfare” proved an excellent 

method to change this destructive 
decades-long paradigm. It required 
able-bodied welfare recipients to 
work 20 hours a week in exchange 
for their benefits. In the process, we 
reasserted the value of the social 
contract, which says that for every 
right there is a responsibility, for 
every benefit an obligation. 
   As many as 37,000 people 
participated at a single time, 
working in the neighborhoods that 
most needed their help, cleaning 
up streets with the Sanitation 
Department, removing graffiti from 
schools and government buildings, 
or helping to beautify public spaces 
in the Parks Department. 
   More than 250,000 individuals 
went through our Workfare 
program between 1994 and 2001, 
and their effort helped to visibly 
improve the quality of life in New 
York City. Many of them moved 
on to permanent employment. This 

change from welfare to work did 
as much as the New York Police 
Department Compstat program 
to keep reducing crime. A similar 
model can work in Iraq. 
   There is an opportunity not 
only to increase employment by 
rebuilding roads, houses, schools 
and government buildings, but 
also to engage the Iraqi people to 
participate in laying the foundation 
for a civil and prosperous society. 
The population of Iraq is roughly 
30 million with a pre-war median 
annual income equivalent to $700. 
Subsidizing unemployed Iraqis with 
a meaningful wage in exchange for 
meaningful work rebuilding their 
society is well within the means of 
the U.S. and its allies. 
   The entire effort will help stabilize 
and grow the Iraqi economy. 
It should be open to all willing 
Iraqis--Sunnis, Shiites and Kurds-
-as a means of helping to create a 

common culture through shared 
participation in work projects to 
rebuild and take ownership of their 
nation. 
One word of caution: The program 
should be overseen by the U.S. 
military, not private contractors, 

to avoid unnecessary delays in 
deployment or accusations of 
cronyism in the bidding process. 
Our military will still be devoted 
to its primary role of hunting down 
terrorists and patrolling the streets, 
but administering a jobs program 
would be a direct extension of 
their effort to secure law and order. 
After the program has been started 
and becomes successful, it can be 
transferred to a civilian authority 
within the Iraqi government. 
   The creation of an Iraqi Citizen 
Job Corps will help expedite the 
establishment of a more stable 
civil society and improve the 
growing Iraqi economy through the 
transforming power of an honest 
day’s work.
 
Mr. Giuliani is the former mayor 
of New York City. Mr. Gingrich is a 
former speaker of the U.S. House of 
Representatives.

   Under these circumstances, it can 
be therapeutic to tune in on the daily 
dollops of doldrum which abound in 
the theatrical wasteland of television 
drama called the Soap Operas. 
   My earliest encounter with 
that world of woe was on those 
occasions when I was kiddy-sat by 
my wonderful and almost perfectly 
spherical Aunt Frances, who was an 
attentive care-giver, so long as I didn’t 
interfere with her two addictions, 
both associated with radio. 
   One was “The Breakfast Club 
With Don McNeil,” during which 
(among other sacred rituals) I was 
obliged to march with her around 
the kitchen table and laugh with 
her at unseen and unexplained 
goings-on in the remote studio. 
   The other was her carefully 
culled selection of “soaps,” 
the only one of which I recall 
clearly was “Our Gal Sunday.”  
   In this organ-accompanied 
orgasm of angst, O.G.S. faced 
no more onerous a challenge 
than being “an orphan girl from 
the little mining town of Silver 
Creek, Colorado, who in young 
womanhood married England’s 
richest, most handsome nobleman.”  
    It did not then seem to me, 
nor does it now, the cruelest 
scourge upon a familyless lass in 
a hick  town, but Aunt Frances 
wept copiously as Sunday 
struggled with her seemingly 
daunting  trek from rags to riches.  
   Never, though, through all 
of her tribulations, was our gal 
ever embroiled in situations that 
could not be rehashed, as I’m 

Like Klockwork
So, Kiddo, You Think You’ve Got Troubles? 

sure they were, by said Auntie at 
subsequent meetings of the Ladies’ 
Sodality, without fear of offending 
its puritanical membership. 
   Fast-forward to the modern 
mutations of this dubious art 
form, wherein sight has been 
added to sound and no holds 
barred, morally or physically. 
   The limitless boundaries of 
suffering and depravity to be 
found on the TV “soaps” is of 
such magnitude that only the 
most desperate of housewives 
and male derelicts would fail to 
find their lot in life a lot better 
than what’s portrayed, in graphic-
to-gory detail, on the boob tube. 
   By way of research, I sallied into 
the salacious Soapworld of daytime 
television by referring to a recent 
one-week summary published in one 
of the enlightened daily newspapers 
which carries this column. 
   Therein, I found the following 
travails, which are listed in 
alphabetical order for easy 
reader reference and which 
were neither augmented nor 
exaggerated by your humble scribe: 
   Abortion, addiction, asphyxiation, 
betrayal, conspiracy, death, 
deception, disloyalty, divorce, 
ghosts, illness, infidelity, 
ingratitude, jilting, kidnapping, 
larceny, litigation, lust, 
miscarriage, murder, nightmares, 
rejection, revenge, seduction, 
subterfuge, terror, unemployment 
and violence, in various forms 
and degrees of intensity. 
   Mind you, this was the inventory 
of the pains suffered during a single 
week, by a relatively small number 

of characters in a relatively small 
number of dramas, but it’s probably 
representative of the norm in this 
genre of so-called entertainment. 
   It goes without saying (although 
I am, of course, about to violate 
this principle) that the trauma of 
these reported events would have 
been exacerbated had I exposed my 
delicate sensibilities to the actual 
telecasts. Therein, the only thing 
left to a viewer’s imagination is 
speculating on just how deeply 
future programs might dip into 
the cesspools of human behavior. 
   Is also goes without saying that 
Aunt Frances is daily tsk-tsk-ing 
and frowning from her heavenly 
perch about the levels to which 
our mass media have sunk in 
pursuit of the prurient parameters 
of public taste - all during hours 
when kiddy-sat young-uns are 
present and eagerly receptive. 
   Anyway, the point is (we always 
get there eventually, right?) no 
matter how blue might be your 
“funk du jour,” things are always 
a lot worse for the Soapfolks. 
   So, the next time you find yourself 
conducting a pity party, just 
compare your situation with how 
the world is turning in the days of 
the lives of the young, restless, bold 
and beautiful denizens of TV-land.  

Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 

winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 

“Klockwork,” is at 

www.joeklock.com. 
   

there is someone or something 
polluting the air and giving people 
asthma that is not found elsewhere?  
   Dr. Robert Bullard editor of an 
excellent book I read in 2005, 
titled The Quest for Environmental 
Justice puts things in perspective 
when he says, “now all of the 
issues of environmental racism and 
environmental justice don’t just deal 
with people of color. We are just as 
much concerned with inequities in 
Appalachia, for example, where 
the whites are basically dumped 
on because of lack of economic 
and political clout and lack of 
having a voice to say “no” and 
that’s environmental injustice.”  
   Indeed, it often comes down to 
political clout when determining 
who gets what. When people are 
organized and they vote a politician 
will more likely listen to them 
because they want their votes and 
support. For example people in my 
town of Greenburgh, NY who are 
educated, middle class and politically 
active or savvy for the most part; 
are more likely to be successful 
in fighting off a corporation or the 
state placing an environmentally 
damaging facility in the town. That 
same corporation or the state would 
then look to low income areas 
where there is less opposition due 
to a lack of organization amongst 
the people. Since these facilities 
have to go somewhere they will 
often end up in the areas where 
less of a fight can be mounted.  
   Chester, PA is an area I’m 
somewhat familiar with. Back in 
2004, a group of activists and I went 
down to Chester to register people 

The Fight for Environmental Equality
From Page 1

to vote for the 2004 presidential 
election. From what I saw Chester is 
what you would consider a poverty 
stricken area. Every now and then 
you would see boarded up houses. It 
reminded me of the Flint, Michigan 
portrayed in Michael Moore’s film 
Fahrenheit 9/11. It also reminded 
me of some areas of Albany and 
Troy. Doing some research on the 
Internet for this piece I came across 
a web page (http://www.ejnet.org/
chester/) about Chester concerning 
environmental inequality. Not only 
is Chester low income, it is 65% 
African American. It is also home 
to four municipal waste facilities! 
As a result of these hazardous 
facilities being in Chester, it has the 
highest number of low weight births 
and children with high amounts of 
lead in their blood in the state of 
Pennsylvania. Granted, the website 
has not been updated since 2004, 
but you can see the damage that has 
been done. Truthfully, in two years 
I’ll assume that things have not 
changed all that much for the better.  
   Getting back to the Asthma 
scenario I brought up in the first 
paragraph. In NYC there are some 
places that were given the name 
“Asthma Alley.” These areas are 
found in the South Bronx, Queens, 
Brooklyn and Harlem (http://www.
barrypopik.com/index.php/new_
york_city/entry/asthma_alley/). The 
area in Queens that has numerous 
cases of Asthma is due to the 
result of surrounding power plants 
spewing toxic pollution into the air. 
As for the Bronx, when state senator 
Jeff Klein was an assemblyman 
he was quoted dubbing a part of 

the South Bronx “Asthma Alley” 
because twenty five percent of the 
children in that area had asthma. It 
appeared the cause stemmed from 
mold, dust mites and etc being 
found in the buildings. I wonder 
how many buildings would have 
this problem in the well to do areas 
of Westchester County? How many 
power plants are polluting our air?  
   The people in areas that have a 
well informed and well organized 
population are better able to fight to 
keep their skies and neighborhoods 
clean. Though income also makes 
up part of the equation it is not the 
main factor. Therefore, building 
power in low income areas and in 
areas with a large percentage of 
minorities is something that must 
be done. There are groups that are 
focused on doing just that. There’s 
ACORN, Community Voices 
Heard and The League of Young 
Voters. I suggest people check 
them out. Organizing these areas 
builds power and is effective. I’m 
not saying you’ll win every fight to 
keep a polluter or slumlord out of 
your community, but if people learn 
the truth, vote and remain engaged 
you will win more than you have 
now.

 

Visit Jason Gooljar, at 
http://www.jasongooljar.com the 
progressive liberal on a crusade! 

online.

By
Zuri A. Stanback

www.urbanshout.com
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Elisheva Levy (Yale University); sculpture

PEEKSKILL, NY -- The Hudson 
Valley Center for Contemporary 
Art (HVCCA) announces a new 
exhibition, FIRST LOOK II, work 
by 16 art students, selected from 
more than 800 studios visited at top 
schools throughout the country.  
   These young artists were 
nominated by a curatorial committee 
of 10 advisors including a select 
group of museum curators, gallery 
owners and collectors from cities 
around the country.   
   FIRST LOOK II opens on 
Saturday February 24, 2007 and the 
public is invited to attend the artist 
reception on Sunday February 25, 
2007 from 4:00 – 6:00 pm.
   The contemporary artwork 
included in the exhibition features a 
wide variety of concepts and media 
including painting, sculpture, 
photography and electronic media.  
   Participating artists for FIRST 
LOOK II were selected through 
studio visits made by the team of 
curatorial advisors who visited 
more than 800 studios at over 
25 art program in schools across 
the country.  The sixteen artists 
selected for inclusion in FIRST 
LOOK II and their schools are: 
T. Marie Dudman (Bard), Davis 
Rhodes (Columbia), Justin Allen 
(Hunter), David Mitchell (NYU), 

FIRST LOOK II
Exhibition Features The Best Art Students 

in the US

Mike Nemire (Pratt), Melissa 
Skluzacek (Purchase), Ryan Pierce 
(California College of the Arts in 
San Francisco), Michael Brown 
(SUNY New Paltz), Elisheva Levy 
(Yale), Logan Grider (Yale), Amy 
Yao (Yale), Gareth Long (Yale), 
Murray Dwertman (Pratt), Sean 
Fader (Art Institute of Chicago), 
Bryan Zanisnik (Hunter College), 
and Diane Landry (Stanford). 
   FIRST LOOK II will be on view 
in the mezzanine gallery through 
September 2007.
   The Hudson Valley Center for 
Contemporary Art is located at 
1701 Main Street in Peekskill, 
New York. The Center is open 
Saturdays and Sundays, from 11am 
- 6pm.  Group tours are available by 
appointment throughout the year.  
Admission: $5.00 adult; $1.00 
student; Members free.  
   

For more information on the 
HVCCA’s exhibits and programs 

or call 1-914 / 788.0100, 

www.hvcca.com, 

or e-mail
 

info@hvcca.com.
 

 

You’re Invited

 The Second Inauguration  
of Assemblyman George Latimer

Thursday, January 25, 2007
10 a.m.

Jefferson Elementary School
131 Weyman Avenue, New Rochelle

Including 4th and 5th grade Students  
Questions-and-Answers

Refreshments following ceremonies

For details, call 777-3832

By Gil Kaminer

GREENBURGH, NY -- The 
Greenburgh Town Board has made 
available the New York State 
Comptroller’s report to the public 
on the Educational Grant to the 
Valhalla Union Free School District 
electronically on the Town’s Web 
site (WestHELP audit report) and 
in hard copy in the Town Clerk’s 
office. 
   The members of the Town 
Council, Eddie Mae Barnes, Steve 
Bass, Diana Juettner and Francis 

Greenburgh’s Town Council’s Concerns About WestHELP Funds Substantiated
Sheehan, said they were pleased the 
comptroller’s office included the 
Town Board’s response to the draft 
report as well as the Supervisor’s. 
The council was also pleased to 
see the final report clarified who 
exactly the “Town officials” were 
that claimed the WestHELP facility 
would have an adverse impact on 
the community and that 20 percent 
of children at the facility would 
attend the Valhalla schools (page 12 
of the report). 
   The report makes six 
recommendations, one of which 

the Town complied with when it 
approved the 2007 Adopted Budget: 
ensuring all rental receipts received 
are fully recognized and credited to 
the town-wide general fund. 
   Other recommendations in the 
report include: the Town should 
recover any funds provided to the 
Valhalla Schools Foundation as 
those payments violate the State 
Constitution prohibition on gifts 
and loans of public funds to private 
organizations; and that the Town 
should only enter into agreements 
that are clear and accurate. Town 

officials should not assume that 
clauses and provisions in agreements 
are inapplicable and, therefore, will 
not be implemented. 
   The Town Council has relied upon 
the town’s professionals, including 
its full-time chief financial officer, 
to conduct business in accordance 
with the law. When the Supervisor 
presented his budget proposal he 
did not include the rental receipts 
for the WestHELP property. We 
corrected that in the final budget 
document. 
   The comptroller’s report stated it 

will be auditing the Valhalla School 
District. One of the issues they will 
be looking at is the salary of the grant 
administrator. The report stated the 
district does not have time records 
to support the amount of time spent 
by the grant administrator, who 
is also a principal in the district. 
The educational grant requires 
the administrator to expend the 
majority of his time administering 
the grant. 
    The Town Board will be examining 
and discussing the report in detail 
in the coming weeks. Pursuant to 

Section 35 of the General Municipal 
Law, the Town Board will prepare a 
plan of action within 90 days that 
addresses the recommendations in 
the report. When completed, the 
plan of action will be forwarded to 
the comptroller’s office and will be 
available for public review in the 
Town Clerk’s office.
Gil Kaminer is the Town Council 
Aide to the Town of Greenburgh

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- County 
Legislator Judy Myers (D,I,WF- 
Larchmont), Chair of the Family, 
Health and Human Services 
Committee, was unanimously 
appointed to the Board of Health 
last night during the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators first 
legislative meeting of the year. She 
will fill the seat previously held by 
former Legislator Andrea Stewart-
Cousins, newly elected to the New 
York State Senate.  
   As the Chair of the Family, Health, 
and Human Services Committee, 
Legislator Myers has frequent 
interaction with the Department of 
Health and is involved in health-

Legislator Myers Appointed to  
County Board of Health

related concerns, initiatives, and 
legislation, providing the experience 
that makes her uniquely qualified 

for this position.  
   “I am honored and excited to be 
appointed to the Board of Health,” 
said Myers. “It is a great opportunity 
for me to incorporate the public 
health concerns and initiatives of 
the Committee on Family, Health, 
and Human Services with those 
of the Board of Health and the 
Department of Public Health.”  
   The 13 member Board of Health 
meets once a month to “adopt, 
promulgate, amend or repeal rules 
and regulations affecting public 
health in the County” according to 
the sanitary code of the Westchester 
County law.  

By Paul Feiner, Greenburgh 
Town Supervisor
GREENBURGH, NY -- My office 
received a disturbing call from 
Kim Conklin of the Department 
of State. Last year Senator Nick 
Spano awarded the town $126,000 
for a generator and a music lab at 
the Theodore Young Community 
Center. In November the Senator 
lost his re-election campaign. What 
happened? We were advised that all 
grants that were awarded in 2006 
by the Senator’s office prior to the 
election were withdrawn.
The town relied on receiving this 

When a Senator Loses an Election, 
Grants Given are Withdrawn

Checks are Not Even in the Mail!
grant to fund both programs.  Two 
years ago – immediately after 
the Senate election was disputed 
– I received a call from a non profit 
organization in Ardsley that had 
received a substantial pre-election 
day grant from the Senator. The 
grant was in jeopardy. After the 
election was certified the grant was 
awarded.
This is politics at its worst. This 
highlights the need to reform 
the way Albany does business. I 
am hopeful that Senator Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins office will be 
able to help. I am confident that 

she will be an important voice for 
government reform.

Join the discussion… Express your 
thoughts… Visit Paul Feiner’s 

blog at 
WWW.PFEINER.BLOGSPOT.

COM

letters named Thomas Wentworth 
Higginson, whom she believed 
would help her achieve success.  
Years of correspondence followed, 
culminating in a meeting between 
the two on August 16th, 1870.  
Whatever happened during that 
meeting no one will ever really 
know.  What is known is that Emily 
Dickinson never attempted to 
publish her poetry again. Feathers 
Sometimes Soar on the Breath 
of God is this imagined meeting, 
directed by Melinda O’Brien with 
Daphne Platt portraying Emily 
Dickinson and Sean Keohane as 
Higginson. 
   The performance, sponsored by 
the libraries is free. 
   The Rye Free Reading Room is 
located at 1061 Boston Post Road, 
Rye, 10580.  For information call 
1-914 / 967.0480.
The Mount Pleasant Public Library 
is located at 350 Bedford Road, 
Pleasantville, NY 10570. For 
information call 1-914 / 769.0548.  
Reach M&M Productions at 1-914 
/ 962.3431, or visit their Website at 
www.MMPACI.com.

“Feathers 
Sometimes 
Soar on the 
Breath of 

God”

Maria Valente, a WEDC Entrepre-
neurial Training Program gradu-

ate, has opened her own chocolate 
store in Mamaroneck.

MAMARONECK, NY -- Just in 
time for the holiday rush, Maria 
Valente opened the store of her 
dreams in Mamaroneck, New York. 
With Valentine’s Day now on the 
horizon, “Chocolations” displays 
every imaginable kind of chocolate, 
with shapes to please the eye, and 
tastes to satisfy even the most 
demanding chocoholic’s palate. 
Chocolations offers a wide variety 
of chocolates, truffles, wedding 
and party favors, as well as goodies 
baked on the premises. Coffee, 
tea, and hot cocoa are served from 
7:00 am daily. The store is also 
showcasing the wares of other 
entrepreneurial women who are 
baking their specialties and offering 
them for sale at Chocolations. 
Maria honed her chocolate skills 
at the French Culinary Institute in 
Manhattan, and was a 2006 recipient 
of an Eileen Fisher $10,000 grant 
as well as a WEDC Micro boost 
grant for $2,500 to help grow her 
business. 
Having made chocolate from home 
for 20 years for family and friends, 
Valente wanted to take her business 
to the next level. Two years ago, 
she began a 15-week course in 
entrepreneurship given by the 
Women’s Enterprise Development 

“Chocolations” Opens on  
Mamaroneck Avenue

New Store to Satisfy Sound Shore Sweet Tooth

Center (WEDC), a non-profit 
organization base in White Plains 
that helps women in Westchester 
and the Lower Hudson Valley start 
and grow their businesses. 
“I had a slew of unrelated and 
unsatisfying careers including a 
real estate license and a law degree. 
I wanted to be in control of my 
own destiny and use my creativity. 
Needing focus and direction, I 

got both through the phenomenal 
training of my WEDC instructors, 
the support system at WEDC and the 
encouragement of my classmates.” 
“There are so many women like me 
who may have a talent or a passion 
but may be lost or unfocused, 
dealing with hardships and chaos in 
their life, and think they can never 
rise above their circumstances and 
make their dreams a reality.” 
Valente has some advice for other 
women who dream of starting their 
own businesses. “Don’t be afraid to 
try something new and never fear 
failure. Organizations like WEDC 
can help you realize your dreams.” 
Founded in 1997, the Women’s 
Enterprise Development Center 
provides women with the 
training, tools, and resources they 
need to achieve economic self-
sufficiency through small business 
ownership. Since 2003, WEDC 
has been a designated women’s 
business center by the U.S. Small 
Business Administration (SBA), 
serving women entrepreneurs in 
Westchester County and the Lower 
Hudson Valley.
Chocolations is located at 447 
Mamaroneck Avenue, Mamaroneck, 
and the telephone is 1-914 / 
777.3600. 

BRIARCLIFF MANOR, NY -
- Josh Crum has joined Digitech 
Computer, Inc., a leading provider 
of billing and collection solutions 
for the ambulance industry. The 
announcement was made by Mark 
Schiowitz, President of Digitech. 
   As Marketing Director, Crum 
will oversee all marketing tasks, 
including Digitech’s direct 
marketing, e-marketing and website 
design. He will also be responsible 
for trade show coordination. 
Prior to joining Digitech, Crum 
was marketing manager for Reed 
Exhibition, Norwalk, Conn., the 
leading trade show and consumer 
event company. 
   “Josh’s experience at Reed has lent 
itself to his position as marketing 
director here,” said Schiowitz. “I am 

confident that he will present new, 
unique ideas that will help us reach 
our target audiences consistently 
and effectively.” 
Crum holds a Bachelor of Science 
in Marketing from Marist College 
and is a candidate for an MBA, also 
at Marist. He lives in Wappingers 
Falls, N.Y. 
   Digitech Computer, Inc. has been 
providing advanced dispatching and 
billing software and billing services 
to the medical transportation 
industry since 1984. Its team 
includes veterans of the ambulance 
industry, technical experts, 
software developers, and billing 
service professionals. Digitech 
offers a rich blend of software 
and billing services with a flexible 
approach that adapts products to 

Josh Crum Joins Digitech as  
Marketing Director

suit the unique needs of its clients. 
Digitech’s billing service clients 
include New York Presbyterian 
Hospital, the largest hospital in 
New York City; Catholic Health 
Services of Long Island; Stamford 
(CT) EMS; Provena Health (Ill.); 
and City of Burnsville (Minn.). 
Company headquarters are 
located at 555 Pleasantville 
Road, Suite 110/ North  
Building, Briarcliff Manor, 
NY, 10510. Phone: 1-914 /  
741.1919. Fax: 1-914 /  741.2818.  
   

For additional information, log on 
to www.digitechcomputer.com. 

DOBBS FERRY, NY – Chabad 
of the Rivertowns invites you to 
participate in the following calendar 
of events:

• Shabbat prayers Saturdays at 9:30 
a.m. followed by luncheon style 
Kiddush.  
• Jewish Arts Program for children 
ages 7-12, every Tuesday 4:45-6:00 
p.m.  
• New Jewish Learning Institute 
course “The Kabala of Character”, 
beginning on January 23rd, 
Tuesdays, 8:00 p.m.
• Musical Mommy and Me with 
Bobby Doowah, Wednesdays 
10:15-11:00 a.m. 

Community Events 
at Chabad of

the Rivertowns
• Jewish Women’s Circle-new 
4 week course “Bringing Home 
the Beauty of Shabbat” starting 
Wednesday, January 17th, 7:00 p.m.
• Parsha class, discuss weekly 
Torah reading, every Wednesday at 
8:00 p.m.  
• Tanya class, Jewish Mysticism, 
every Friday at 8:30 a.m.  

Special Events:

• Pre Tu B’shvat Bat Mitzvah Club 
meeting, a club for girls by girls, 
Thursday, January 25th, 4:30-6:15 
p.m
• Shabbat Adventure- special 
children’s services, January 27th, 

10:45-12:00
• Tu B’shvat/ Israel Hebrew School 
Family Day, Sunday January 28th, 
10:45 a.m.
• Hawaiian Shabbat Luau, upbeat 
services and gourmet Hawaiian 
cuisine, Friday, February 2nd, 6:30 
p.m.

Chabad of the Rivertowns, is 
located at 303 Broadway, Dobbs 

Ferry,  NY. 

For further inquiry, call 1-914 /  
693.6100, 
or visit the 

www.chabadrt.org.
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BRONXVILLE, NY -- R. Heath 
Lachman, a businessman who comes 
from a long family line of small 
business entrepreneurs, including 
a great, great, great grandfather, 
Charles Smylie I, founder of the 
company who invented Twizzlers 
licorice, has taken ownership of 
the local favorite sweet shop Topps 
Bakery, located at 106 Pondfield 
Road. His operational sense will be 
partnered with his wife, Jacqueline 
Majers Lachman, for her expertise 
in marketing and business, 
derived from her 17 plus years in 
managment at corporations.  The 
entire existing baking team will 
remain on staff and reporting to 
Heath. The Lachman’s are only the 
fourth family to own this bakery in 
its 80 years in business. 
Topps Bakery product line has 
always been full of expected 
favorites, but the bakery’s notable 
treats-worth-traveling-for, all made 
on site, include:
• the handmade, melt-in-your-
mouth Cinnamon Bread, 
• fresh-produce-filled Zucchini 
Muffins, 
• chocolate-in-overdrive Brownie 
Cakes, 

• icing-piled-high-colorful Cup-
cakes,
• hard-to-find 6 Grain Bread
   Plus a large selection of old-school 
baked goods regularly available, 
like petit fours, napoleons, seven-
layer cake and apple strudel (by 
order.)  Speaking of orders, it’s 

not too early to reserve from a line 
of Valentine’s inspired cupcake 
wedding cakes. 
   In the short term, the Lachman’s 
are focused on taking Topps Bakery 
to the next level with a new look, a 
few new products, included a great 
new coffee, and some fun surprises, 
like a free toy for every child who 
visits the store.  Heath promises, 
“New Owners, new look, lots of 
fun, but same great recipes.”  
   The store will also have new 
child-friendly touches, including 
small cartons of milk and juice 
boxes available for sale, since the 
Lachman’s have a 3-year old son 
and a nearly 1 year old daughter, 
and they asked for them. In the near 
future there may be some small 
lunch items available occasionally, 
to cater to the Bronxville High 
School students. 
   The store has reopened after a 
short recess for redecorating. Heath 
and his father did the work. The 
store design was conceived by the 
Lachman’s, in conjunction with 
Paris designer, Amelie deGaulle. 
   Place your special orders with 
Topps Bakery by calling 1-914 / 
337.4258.

Twizzlers Heir Puts New Spin on  
Topps Bakery By Gloria Raskin

WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NY -
- A day like last Saturday was a gift 
from the gods. With record breaking 
temperatures for January, one had 
to be outdoors. The sunlight and 
warm breezes beckoned everyone 
alive to prove it, walk, ride horses, 
take your bicycle out of the garage, 
get in the car for a drive, hike, push 
the baby stroller, but get your body 
in motion. My husband balked at a 
scheduled shopping trip so I gave 
up the idea of buying bedroom 
linen and tied on my sneakers and 
we explored our new county. As 
transplanted Long Islanders, we 
always walked along the ocean, 
either on the boardwalk or the sand. 
I grumbled at the thought of leaving 
my beloved Atlantic, but the pull of 
two adorable granddaughters was 
too strong, and we moved here in 
June. We have not been disappointed 
in Westchester’s outdoor offerings, 
and while we don’t have the Atlantic 
Ocean, we do have the Hudson 
River, and countless other rivers, 

Walking in Westchester
lakes, streams, creeks, and duck 
ponds. In fact, I am lucky enough 
to even see a river from the deck of 
my very own house.
   Saturday, my husband and I drove 
to Rockwood Hall Park, part of the 
Rockefeller State Park Preserve, 
located on the grounds of Phelps 
Memorial Hospital.  We parked the 
car and began to walk up and down 
trails adjacent to the Hudson River 
and the Sleepy Hollow train tracks. 
People were on horseback, pushing 
strollers, walking in groups or by 
themselves, walking dogs, enjoying 
this gift of a warm day, complete 
with puffy clouds floating in a pale 
blue sky. A few brave people wore 
shorts and sleeveless t-shirts. My 
husband wore a short sleeved shirt 
and I wore a warm-up suit. After 
a short time, the top of my warm-
up suit was knotted around my 
waist. After Rockwood, we went 
to another smaller park in Sleepy 
Hollow that is close to an historic 
lighthouse and also Captain Kidd’s 
Rock. That park too, featured a 
short path next to the Hudson River 

and views of the Tappan Zee Bridge 
and the Palisades. We have also had 
great walking days at Rockefeller 
Preserve and Gedney Park. In fact, 
Gedney Park was the place we were 
told about Rockwood Hall, by a 
fellow walker. 
    It was odd to drive and see 
leftover Christmas decorations on 
houses and lawns. It reminded me 
of holiday vacations we have taken 
in the Caribbean, Puerto Rico, 
Mexico, or other tropical climates 
where they sing Feliz Navidad, 
instead of Jingle Bells.     
   By this time we had worked up 
an appetite for lunch and could not 
bear to be inside for any length 
of time. We searched for exactly 
the right restaurant and found it 
in Tarrytown, where we ate with 
the sun warming the back of my 
neck. Again, we walked through 
the streets of Tarrytown, noticing 
everyone smiling with disbelief, at 
the unusual weather that made an 
ordinary Saturday, extraordinary!

By Jack 8. Kirby 
   
   I did it.  No, I’m not entirely 
proud.  I speak about it carefully, to 
a selective audience; and only with 
a full explanation.  
   So it wasn’t organic.  No, none 
of it.  But prices for organic red leaf 
lettuce were up 20% in one week at 
Whole Foods and the heads were 
small.  They were $2.50 each!  The 
cucumbers were limp and pricey.  
They didn’t even have long ones 
other than overpriced English 
types.  They were mushy too. And 
you know the English – all tidy 
and put together on the outside but 
inside, brutal.
   This week, instead of shelling 
out top dollar for Whole Foods 
vegetables I went to a super-discount 
store in New Rochelle: Viva Ranch.  
For what I would pay for a single 
limp cuke at Whole Foods, I got 
five long green crispy cucumbers 
at Viva.  Yeah, five for a single 
dollar!  And the Kirby cukes were 
cheap too.  And crisp, and crisp.  
The lettuce was full leafed and cost 
ninety nine cents.  Pomegranates 
for a buck a piece were piled in 
huge boxes up front.  Mangoes cost 
the same – mangoes with a sweet 
ambrosial scent with undertones of 
limes and honey.  Not the diseased 
stiff kind from Stop and Shop mind 
you.  It cost me one fifty for a quart 
of California strawberries.  Yes 
they were ripe.  No, not overripe.  
They were small and tender with 
a wet sweetness that bloomed with 
berry tang. There is no way I could 
get out of Whole Foods with the 
same product for less than twice 

The WesFoodie’s Eating 
in the Burbs

Viva Vegetables!

as much (legally).  Plus they have 
Mexican herbs (and salt) for sale 
along with piles of fresh and dried 
chili peppers.  Parking is free.  For 
the language impaired, English is 
spoken.
   Now, I am a firm believer in 
personally subsidizing local farms 
and small scale organic production.  
I will gladly, well reluctantly but 
consistently, pay double for organic 
because it supports The Movement.  
In fact, I have dreams of myself 
bringing locally farmed delectables 
to the masses.  I’m working on it.  
But all too often these days the 
organic is unavailable or unfit in 
the off-season and I wind up paying 
top dollar at W.F. for conventional 
produce.  Now there is a good 
alternative – Viva!
   There are two Viva markets in 
New Rochelle.  Both are excellent, 
well stocked (actually amazingly 
well stocked) and cheap-adi-cheap.  
Parking is available at the Centre 
Street location.  On Main, it’s the 
street.
Viva Ranch Fruit Market, 477 Main 
Street, and 38 Centre Street, New 
Rochelle, NY. 

   Jack 8. Kirby is editor of The 
WesFoodie’s Eating in the Burbs 
(www.wesfoodie.com), and was 

named “Westchester’s No. 1 
Foodie” by Westchester Magazine.  

When not eating his way round 
the Burbs, Kirby can be found 

bemoaning the exponential growth 
of waistlines in direct proportion to 
sleepless nights of childrearing and 
other immutable laws of mid-life in 

the suburbs.

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- The 
system maintenance shutdown 
previously initially scheduled 
for the City of Mount Vernon 
for January 12, 2007, has been 
postponed to Friday night,   January 
19, 2007.  A maintenance shutdown 

System Maintenance Shutdown 
Recheduled for Friday, Jan. 19, 2007

on a major water supply pipeline 
to Mount Vernon will reduce water 
pressure in the Mount Vernon 
system.  The system is expected 
to be back to normal conditions 
by 8:00 a.m. on Saturday morning, 
January 20, 2007.  On Saturday, 

some residents may experience 
discolored water caused by 
disturbance of the iron build-up in 
the pipes.  Since discolored water 
will stain laundry, residents should 
not wash clothes until they are sure 
the water is clear.  While the water 

may be discolored, it meets all 
health standards.

If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to call the Mount 
Vernon Board of Water Supply at 

1-914 / 665.2330.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- The 
Guidance Center will recognize 
the efforts of participants in their 
Vocational Service program at a 
special awards presentation and 
breakfast being held at 9:30 AM on 
Thursday, January 18 at the New 
Rochelle Public Library.
The Doral Arrowwood Hotel & 
Conference Center will receive 
a partnership award from the 
New York State Rehabilitation 
Association (NYSRA) for 
their commitment to providing 
employment opportunities to 
people with disabilities. Program 
directors from The Guidance 
Center nominated the management 
team at the Doral Arrowwood for 
this award after they demonstrated 
a true commitment to not only 
hiring a TGC consumer, but also 
to creating a work environment in 
which this individual could achieve 
success.
In addition, The Guidance 
Center will present certificates 
of accomplishment to disabled 
individuals who have successfully 
completed a new16-week clerical 
training program.  Awards will 

The Guidance Center 
Recognizes  

Accomplishments of  
Vocational Service 

Participants
also be presented to Vocational 
Services participants who have 
found employment or volunteer 
opportunities or have continued 
their development by enrolling in a 
program to further their education. A 
special certificate will be presented 
to a Vocational Services participant 
who has been gainfully employed 
for the past 8 years.  Don Fitch, 
executive director of the Center 
for Career Freedom, will make a 
presentation on clerical training for 
the disabled. 
From screening and skills 
assessment through job preparation, 
development, placement and on-site 
coaching, The Guidance Center’s 
Vocational Services department 
provides a wide array of work-
readiness programs for individuals 
with psychological, emotional 
developmental or physical 
disabilities.  
The Guidance Center is located at 
70 Grand Street, New Rochelle, NY 
10801; for additional information, 
please contact Jean Maisano at 
1-914 / 469.3811, or via e-mail: 
jmaisano@tgcny.org. 

MOUNT VERNON, NY and 
YONKERS, NY -- New York 
State Elks Association President, 
Richard C. Wunder will be visiting 
the South District Elks Lodges 
from January 18 through January 
21, 2007.  During his visit to the 
Mount Vernon / Yonkers Lodge No. 
707, Mr. Wunder and members of 
this Lodge will visit the Holmes 
Elementary School in Mount 
Vernon, New York, to distribute 
dictionaries to the third grade 
classes.  This dictionary program 
is being conducted throughout the 
United States by the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks.
   President Wunder,  State Vice 

NYS Elks President to 
Visit Mount Vernon/

Yonkers Lodge and South 
District Elks Lodges

President of the South District, 
Peter J. Cornacchio and other 
visiting dignitaries will visit the St. 
Paul’s Historic Church in Mount 
Vernon, as well as make a visit to 
the Cerebral Palsy Headquarters in 
Purchase, New York, and to  other 
area Lodge facilities.
   On Saturday, January 20, 2007, 
President Wunder will be attending 
the South District Hoop Shoot finals, 
which will be held by the Ossining 
Lodge, and will attend the South 
District Ritual Awards Dinner held 
at the Surf Club in New Rochelle 
where he will be presenting awards 
to the winners.

YONKERS, NY -- Yonkers Race-
way has received permission from 
the New York State Racing and 
Wagering Board to alter its draw 
scratch times.
    Effective with the draw of this 
Wednesday, Jan. 17 -- for the card 
of Monday, Jan. 22 --the entry box 
shall close at  4 PM ET, with scratch 
time generally the next racing night 
at 10 PM ET. 
    Please note the only exceptions 
would be matinee Tuesday (live 
racing 1 PM), where the box for 
Saturday would close at 9 AM (ET) 
and scratch time for the upcoming 
Friday would be 10 AM (ET), and 
the Friday double-draw for both 
Wednesday and Thursday.
   Yonkers Raceway cirrently offers 
a six-program live harness sched-
ule, with first post every Monday 
through Saturday at 7:40 PM, save 
for the aforementioned Tuesday (1 
PM ET) matinee.
 
Any inquiries should be directed to 
the Yonkers Raceway race office at 

1-914 / 968.4200.

Yonkers 
Announces 
Change in 

Draw  
Scratch 
Times

RIVERDALE, THE BRONX, 
NY -- Former Manhattan College 
designated hitter John Fitzpatrick 
’06 (Yonkers, N.Y./Iona Prep) has 
signed a professional contract as 
an undrafted free-agent with Major 
League Baseball’s Pittsburgh Pirates 
organization. Fitzpatrick signed his 
contact on December 10, 2006.
   “This is a dream come true for 
me,” commented Fitzpatrick. “All 
the hard work, morning practices, 
and hours working out in my back 
yard all seem worth it right now.”
   “The coaching staff at Manhattan, 
especially (former Jasper head 
coach) Steve Trimper, who recruited 
me, and (current Jasper head coach) 
Kevin Leighton helped me believe 
in myself,” continued Fitzpatrick. 
“Even when things weren’t going 
well, and that made the difference 
in the world.”
   Last season, with the Jaspers record 
at 20-18 and Fitzpatrick batting just 
.238 following a hitless weekend at 
MAAC foe Marist, April 29-30, the 
slugger put the team on his back the 
rest of the way, hitting safely in 16 
straight games, and tallying at least 
one hit in 18 of his final 19 games, 
raising his batting average to a 
career best .325. Fitzpatrick batted 
.516 during the streak, a .486down 
the stretch, in which Manhattan 
posted a 14-5 record.
   The Yonkers, N.Y. native belted 

Former Jasper Signs Contract 
With Pittsburgh Pirates 

13 home runs and knocked in 42 
runs during that stretch, slugged at 
a 1.171 clip and accumulated a .552 
on base percentage. On the season, 
Fitzpatrick set new Manhattan 
single season records with his 18 
home runs and 66 RBI, both of 
which led the MAAC and ranked 
him among the nation’s elite. For 
his illustrious career, he set new 
Jasper career benchmarks with 35 
home runs, 57 doubles, 177 RBI, 
and 216 hits. His power display in 
2006 is even more impressive in 

that his 18 home runs in this season 
alone would be enough for the 
second most in a Jasper career.
   Fitzpatrick was also named 
First Team All-MAAC a record 
fourth time, and earned MAAC 
All-Academic recognition a third 
time, while being recognized as an 
All-Tournament performer at both 
the MAAC and NCAA Regional 
Tournaments.
   Manhattan head coach Kevin 
Leighton commented, ““We 
are all very proud of John’s 
accomplishments on the field and 
in the classroom during his four 
years here at Manhattan. John set 
a great example for our young men 
to follow as he was a great leader, 
strong student, and a tremendous 
ball player while wearing a Jasper 
uniform. He is very deserving of his 
latest achievement and he will make 
a very good professional baseball 
player. I want to congratulate
John and his family, and I wish him 
the best as he pursues his baseball 
career with the Pirates.”
   Fitzpatrick will report to the 
Pirates’ minor league complex in 
Bradenton, Fla., and will likely be 
assigned to either the GCL Pirates 
of the Rookie League or the State 
College Spikes of the short-season 
Class A New York-Penn League.

Former Jasper baseball player and 
Pittsburgh Pirates undrafted 
free-agent John Fitzpatrick
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www.verizonfios.com/internet

Now you really can get it all from Verizon. Why stop

at TV? With Verizon you can get your TV, Internet and

phone service all together on one bill. All with the

supersharp performance that fiber optics delivers.

You finally have a choice

beyond cable. So don’t

wait. Make the switch to

Verizon FiOS today.

Sign up today.
Call 1-866-262-0112 or go to verizonfios.com/tv.

Extra charges apply for Set Top Box, and select HD and On Demand programming. Verizon FiOS TV service is provided by Verizon and Verizon Online and is not available in all areas. Service availability subject to final confirmation by Verizon. Verizon installation required. Programming and prices are subject to change. HD-ready TV set required to receive HD programming.
HD programming requires Set Top Box. Not all programming will be available at all times. Set Top Box is required for all digital programming services. Additional acceptance of Verizon FiOS TV Terms of Service is required. Such Terms of Service are subject to change. Uninterrupted use of the service is not guaranteed. The customer is financially responsible for any 
damage to or misuse of any equipment, or for the failure to return any equipment if service is terminated. Applicable franchise fees, regulatory fees and taxes apply. Other terms and conditions apply. Power for services provided on the Verizon FiOS network must be supplied by the customer. Customer is responsible for backup battery replacement. Backup battery does not supply
power for online or video services. Certain telephones, answering machines and other telephone equipment not meeting industry standards may not work with service provided on the Verizon FiOS network. ©2007 Verizon. All Rights Reserved. VEFITV70023-A

For true fiber-optic service,
look for this seal.

ALL
I WANT 
IS A TV SERVICE THAT’S
SMART, SHARP AND
ENTERTAINING. 

#39 in the Verizon FiOS TV profiles

If you liked TV before, you’ll love the difference fiber optics makes.

All around town, Verizon’s new fiber-optic network is

transforming the Internet. Now it’s going to redefine TV

too. With the FiOS TV Premier package, you’ll enjoy:

• 100%-digital, 100%-fiber picture and sound

• 200 channels including NFL Network

• Access to over 2,700 On Demand titles

• Tons of Hi-Def channels

• All for $42.99 a month

Introducing Verizon FiOS TV.

Verizon FiOS TV
Premier package

$4299
a month
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